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»The Active Part of Art«
How can contemporary art strengthen 
culture in democracies and how can 
public prepositions be created?

At present, we see that authoritarian national developments are taking place in 
various European countries, which also affect the freedom of art, so in Hungary, 
Serbia, Poland and also outside Europe – e. g. in Turkey. Similarly, socio-political 
developments are also taking place in Germany, which also give cause for concern 
in view of our history, or require artistic action or artistic positioning. 

Having just discussed whether art production is still possible in view of the dev-
astating global warlike confl icts, it becomes apparent that politically connoted 
art took up more space at this year‘s major exhibitions, such as Documenta 14 or 
the Venice Biennale. A tried and tested, but above all necessary means of achiev-
ing this is to create publicity: be it on the curatorial or artistic level, in order to 
draw attention to social and socio-political conditions of different kinds and to 
create transparency. The existence of these public spaces guarantees the preser-
vation of democratic structures, which include freedom of expression and freedom 
of art.

Together with national and international artists, curators and philosophers we will 
discuss following questions: To what extent can contemporary art affect and 
strengthen democratic structures? Does art have the power to infl uence and move 
societies? How can we bring these questions into the mediation and make it pro-
ductive for a wider audience and enable more cultural participation? 

Following experts we invited from Germany, Hungary, Serbia and Turkey:  
Dr. Zoran Erić, Belgrad; Gerrit Gohlke, Berlin; Mischa Kuball, Düsseldorf; Beral 
Madra, Istanbul; Christiane Mennecke, Dresden; Gergely Nagy, Budapest; Marina 
Napruskina, Berlin; Prof. Dr. Oskar Negt, Hannover Uta M. Reindl, Köln; Hajnalka 
Somogyi, Budapest, Marcus Steinweg, Berlin. 

The overarching content-related goal is cultural education at the interface to po-
litical education. After all, cultural education always is political education.

Programme director
Dr. Sabine Baumann, Head of the Department of Visual Arts, ba•

Federal Academy for Cultural Education Wolfenbüttel
in cooperation with the Arbeitsgemeinschaft Deutscher 
Kunstvereine and the Bundeszentrale für politische Bildung 
(Federal Agency for Civic Education)

Sponsored by Braunschweigische Stiftung, Stiftung 
Braunschweigischer Kulturbesitz and VGH-Stiftung



Friday

8.00 am breakfast

9.00 am keynote
 Prof. Dr. Marcus Steinweg, Berlin

 feedback & debate

9.45 am short lectures II
 Prof. Mischa Kuball, Düsseldorf
 Christiane Mennicke-Schwarz, Dresden

 feedback & debate

11.30 am coffee break

12.00 am panel II
 Christiane Mennicke-Schwarz I Marina Naprush-

kina, Berlin I Prof. Mischa Kuball I Prof. Dr. Mar-
cus Steinweg

 moderation: Uta M. Reindl, Köln

1.30 pm debate and conclusion

2.00 pm snack and farewell

conference language: German, with translation into English
short lectures I and panel I: English
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The Federal Academy for Cultural Education receives public fun-
ding from the German state of Lower Saxony (German Ministry of
Science, Research and Arts) and project funding from the State
(German Federal Ministry of Education and Research).

Thursday

1.00 pm opening and welcome
 Dr. Sabine Baumann, ba•
 Meike Behm, Vorsitz ende der ADKV, Direktorin 

Kunstverein Lingen 

2.00 pm keynote
 Prof. Dr. Oskar Negt, Hannover

2.45 pm feedback & debate

3.30 pm coffee break

4.00 pm short lectures I
 Dr. Zoran Erić, Belgrade
 Beral Madra, Istanbul
 Gergely Nagy, Budapest
 Hajnalka Somogyi, Budapest

6.30 pm dinner

8.00 pm panel I
 Dr. Zoran Erić I Beral Madra I Gergely Nagy I 

Hajnalka Somogyi
 moderation: Gerrit Gohlke, Berlin

 

»The Active Part of Art«
How can contemporary art strengthen 
culture in democracies and how can 
public prepositions be created?



of Future Culture and Art (since 1994); honorary president of 
AICA, Turkey (established 2003) Numerous important publica-
tions since 1987 about Contemporary Art: et al “Identity of Con-
temporary Art” (1987), “Neighbours in Dialogue” (2005); “Maid-
an”. Essays on Contemporary Art in South Caucasus and Middle 
East, 2007. 
www.beralmadra.net     www.kuadgallery.com
www.supremepolicy.blogspot.com

Gergely Nagy
author, journalist. Editor for 
ARTPORTAL (www.artportal.
hu), Hungary‘s leading con-
temporary art website. His 
fi elds of interest are visual art, 
cultural politics, socially en-
gaged art. Co–founder of EAST 
ART MAGS (www.eastartmags.
eu), a collaborative platform of 

four art magazines from East–Central Europe. One of the found-
ers of the civil association behind OFF–Biennale Budapest, the 
region’s biggest independent art initiative. Lives and works in 
Budapest.

Hajnalka Somogyi
since 2014 Hajnalka Somogyi 
has worked as leader and co–
curator of OFF–Biennale Buda-
pest, the largest civil, state–free 
international art project in 
Hungary that is based on So-
mogyi‘s initiative. In 2013–2014, 
she was editor of artmagazin.
hu. Between 2009–2012 she was 
curator at Ludwig Museum – 

Museum of Contemporary Art, Budapest and between 2001–2006 
at Trafo – House of Contemporary Arts, Budapest. She co–found-
ed the independent art initiatives Dinamo and Impex, both in 
Budapest. 
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Oskar Negt
is regarded as one of the 
most signifi cant social scien-
tists in Germany. He studied 
under Max Horkheimer, ob-
tained a doctorate under 
Theodor W. Adorno in phi-
losophy. Additional he took 
a diploma in sociology. 1962 
to 1970 he has been working 

as assistant for Jürgen Habermas. While the student movement 
1968 he appeared as one of the spokespersons of the extraparlia-
mentary opposition. From 1970 to 2002 Negt has been professor 
of sociology in Hanover. 2011 Oscar Negt has been honoured with 
the August–Bebel–Preis for his political commitment.

Zoran Erić
is an art historian, curator, and lecturer. 
He holds a Ph.D. from the Bauhaus Uni-
versity in Weimar. Currently he is working 
as Chief Curator at the Museum of Con-
temporary Art, Belgrade. His research 
fi elds include the meeting points of urban 
geography, spatio–cultural discourse, and 

theory of radical democracy. He lives and works in Belgrade.

Beral Madra
a critic and curator, lives and works in 
Istanbul. She directed Gallery BM (1984–
1990) and directing BM Contemporary 
Art Centre (since 1990). She coordinated 
the 1st (1987) and the 2nd (1989) Istanbul 
Biennale, curated exhibitions of Turkish 
artists in 43rd, 45th, 49th, 50th and 51st 
Venice Biennale, co–curated Modernities 
and Memories–Recent Works from the 

Islamic World in 47th Venice Biennale. Since 1984 she has organ-
ized and curated more than 250 local and international expositions 
in her art centres, in offi  cial spaces and Galleries. 2008–2010 Vis-
ual Arts Director of Istanbul 2010 ECOC. Madra mentored Istan-
bul Scholarship of Berlin Senate with 60 artists (1995–2013) and 
hold lectures in the Art Management Department of Design of 
Yıldız Technical University (1998–2002). Yeditepe University (2015). 
Founding member: Diyarbakır Art Centre (2002–2010); Foundation 
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Christiane Mennicke–Schwarz
has been director of the Kunsthaus Dresden 
since 2003. As an art historian and curator, 
she realised a large number of exhibitions 
of international contemporary art and de-
veloped various formats for this purpose, 
ranging from classical group exhibitions to 
artistic interventions in rural and urban ar-
eas. In recent years, her work has focused 
on the relationship between art and the pub-

lic, memory processes as an object of contemporary art and the 
relationship between art and history. The educational potential 
of contemporary art with regard to aesthetic and cultural edu-
cation is another focal point of her development work at the 
Kunsthaus and beyond, leading to ongoing projects such as 
Walden # 3 and White Cube Black Box. Mennicke–Schwarz is 
the author and publisher of a large number of catalogues and 
other publications and lectures in the national and interna-
tional context on the above–mentioned focal points.

Gerrit Gohlke
lives as a free publicist and curator in Berlin. Since 2011 artdirec-
tor of the Brandenburg Art Association in Potsdam. He is member 
of the executive board of the ADKV. As a critic, editor and writer 
of books numerous publications to contemporary Art and the art 
market. Since 2005 diff erent teaching assignments for example in 
Berlin, Zurich and Stockholm espacially about art criticism, me-
dia art and the practice of artistic writing. 

Marcus Steinweg
lives and works as a philosopher in Berlin. He taught there at the 
University of the Arts, was a lecturer and guest professor at the 
HBK Braunschweig and the HfBK Hamburg. He currently holds 
a deputy professorship at the State Academy of Fine Arts 
Karlsruhe. Steinweg is co–editor of the journal “Inaesthetics” 
(between art and philosophy) published by Merve Verlag. He also 
collaborates regularly with the artists Thomas Hirschhorn and 
Rosemarie Trockel on art and book projects. He curates exhibi-
tions, gives lectures worldwide and has been organizing the 
lecture series “Überstürztes Denken” at the Berliner Volksbühne 
for four years. His most recent publications include “Splitt er”, 

“Inconsistencies” and “Evidence Terror”. 

Mischa Kuball
conceptual artist, has been working in the 
public and institutional sphere since 1977. He 
uses light as a medium to explore architec-
tural spaces as well as social and political dis-
courses and refl ects on a whole variety of as-
pects from sociocultural structures to archi-
tectural interventions as well as emphasizing 
or reinterpreting their monumental nature 
and context in architectural history. Public and 

private space merge into an indistinguishable whole in politi-
cally motivated participation projects, providing a platform for 
communication between the audience, the artist, the work itself 
and public space. Lives and works in Düsseldorf. Since 2007 Mis-
cha Kuball has been a professor for public art at the Academy of 
Media Arts, Cologne, and associate professor for media art at 
Hochschule für Gestaltung/ZKM, Karlsruhe. Since 2015 he has 
been a member of the North Rhine–Westphalian Academy of 
Sciences, Humanities and the Arts, Düsseldorf. In 2016 he was 
honoured with the German Light Award.
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Marina Naprushkina
born in Minsk (Belarus), studied 
art in Minsk, Karlsruhe and at 
the Städelschule in Frankfurt/
Main. In 2007 she founded “Das 
Büro für Antipropaganda” with 
the intention to uncover the 
working methods and the infl u-
ence of the modern political 
ideologies and to break down 
the strategies with artistic tech-

nologies. 2013 Naprushkina founded the initiative “Neue Nach-
barschaft//Moabit”, which grew to one of the biggest Refugee 
Initiatives in Berlin. 2015 Naprushkina received the Sussmann 
Award. The works of Naprushkina have been shown for example 
on the Kyiv Biennale (2015), 7th Berlin Biennale (2012), 5th Bucha-
rest Biennale (2012), 11th Istanbul Biennale (2009) as well as Agit-
prop! Brooklyn Museum, New York (2016), Progress and Hygiene, 
Zachęta National.

Uta M. Reindl
Art critic, curator. She pub-
lishes in trade journals, daily 
newspapers, catalogues. Cu-
rate 1996–2010 fi ve editions 

“Art Special: Hansa” with art-
ists / pupils, 2001 “BCN–
CGN” with visual arts, litera-
ture, new music from Barce-

lona in Cologne, 1999/2012 in Madrid “Freies Rheinland” with 
North Rhine–Westphalian artists. Organizes since 1996 the 
platform for critics “Kritisches Rheinland”, 2002 symposium of 
art critics in Cologne. Vice president AICA–Germany. 

photo credits
Oskar Negt: Gerhard Steidl
Zoran Erić: Goranka Matić
Gergely Nagy: András Hajdu
Christiane Mennicke-Schwarz: Juli Schmidt
Marina Naprushkina: The Visual Culture Research Center, Kyiv
Hajnalka Somogyi: The Orbital Strangers Project
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Conditions of participation and general notes

costs 100.– Euro including accommodation (en suite room) and meals, 49.50 Euro including meals. A reduction for tem-
porary participation is not possible.

application We are looking forward to your taking part in »The Active Part of Art«. Please register by sending an e-mail 
message to: joern.steinmann@bundesakademie.de. Please include your postal address and information on your profes-
sional background in your e-mail. You will receive a confi rmation alongside with travel information.

cancellation If you cancel your application after April 19th 2018, a cancellation fee of 50% of all booked service is charged. 
In case of no-show without cancellation or cancellation on April 26th costs for all booked service are payable.

conference offi ce Jörn G. Steinmann I Phone: +49 (0) 5331 – 808 – 443 I Mail: joern.steinmann@bundesakademie.de

press offi ce Christiane Thoroe I Phone: +49 (0) 5331 – 808 – 412, +49 (0) 176 – 42086116
Mail: christiane.thoroe@bundesakademie.de

directions Via train to Wolfenbütt el station, or Braunschweig main station, change to Bus number 420 and travel to the 
stop Wolfenbütt el Kornmarkt. The Guest House of the Bundesakademie is only a few minutes‘ walk away from both 
points of arrival. The event takes place in the Guest House of the Bundesakademie. Parking at the Guest House is permit-
ted for unloading luggage only.

address Schünemanns Mühle I Gästehaus der Bundesakademie I Rosenwall 17 I 38300 Wolfenbütt el I Phone: +49 (0) 5331 
– 808 – 455 I Fax: +49 (0) 5331 – 808 – 458.

Programme director
Dr. Sabine Baumann, Head of the Department of Visual Arts, ba•

Federal Academy for Cultural Education Wolfenbüttel 
in cooperation with the Arbeitsgemeinschaft Deutscher Kunstvereine 
and the Bundeszentrale für politische Bildung (Federal Agency for 
Civic Education)

Sponsored by Braunschweigische Stiftung, Stiftung 
Braunschweigischer  Kulturbesitz and VGH-Stiftung
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